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1 DAY DECKHAND ORIENTATION, 
 SAFETY AND INJURY PREVENTION TRAINING PROGRAM 

 
 
 

Course Description 
 
The 1 day Deckhand Orientation, Safety and Injury Prevention Training Program gives each 
student a general idea of life and safety issues as a Deckhand in the Marine Transportation 
Industry. Upon successful completion of course, each student is issued a certificate of 
completion. The student information is then stored in our database.  
 
This dynamic program is designed to meet the training curriculum of the American Waterways 
Operators, Responsible Carrier Program, (RCP) for entry level and deck crew personnel and 
contains orientation, safe work practices and hazard awareness instruction on the following 
topics: 
 
 
Module 1 -  Personal Requirements, Crew Duties, Crew Positions, Work Schedules, 
                    Onboard Life. 
  
Module 2 -  PPE, Housekeeping, Tools, Respirator Training, Hearing Protection. 
 
Module 3 -  Hazard Awareness, Ladder Safety, Fall Protection, Lock Out Tag Out, Confined    
                    Space, HAZCOM, MSDS, Tool Inspection and Maintenance. 
 
Module 4 -  Station Bill, Emergency Duties, Man Overboard, Fire Safety &  
                    Response, Fire Extinguishing Equipment. 
 
Module 5 -  Grounding, Sinking, Vessel Abandonment, Collisions, Allisions, Emergency  
                    Response. 
 
Module 6 -  Building a Safety Culture, Slips, Trips and Falls, Back Safety and Lifting, Sprains  
                    and Strains, Posture Relief, Stretching, Reporting Unsafe Conditions or Acts. 
 
Module 7 -  Building Tow, Hand Signals, Radios, Laying Wires and Ratchets, Safe Use of  
                    Rigging, Deck Work, Barge Inspection, Hazards at Night, Snow and Ice, Watch  
                    the Bump. 
 
Module 8 -  Tying up Boat & Barge, Throwing Lines, Safe Line Handling, Line Hazards, Line         
                    Snapback, Deck Fittings, Checking Barges, Bight Hazards Responsible Carrier 
                    Program. 
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Course Objectives 
 
• To prepare and alert the students of the potential hazards that exists in the industry. 
• To create a mind set in each student that will help them to play an active role in the safety  
  program at their work facility. 
• To explain to each student the value of asking questions when they do not understand a  
  certain aspect of their job. 
• To ensure that each student that has completed this program has a certificate of    
  completion indicating that they have completed the course. 
 
 
Target Audience 
 
An essential course for any employee that is new to the Maritime industry that will 
consistently be working in the hallmark of the U.S. tugboat, towboat and barge industry. 

 

 

Prerequisites 
 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 


